28         MY TRAVELS IN THE EAST
Arakan (with the Blue Mountain at the
north extremity) and the Tenasserim HiHs.
Parallel with the Arakan Hills is the range of
mountains called the Pegu-Yoma.
There can be no doubt as to the vastness
of Burma's mineral resources. Petroleum is
found on the banks of the Irawady. There
are also some important amber mines and
marble quarries. In the ruby mines situated at a
distance of about sixty to seventy miles from
Mandalay some of the finest specimens of
these precious stones have been found. There
are also many gold, silver and coal mines;
most of them are found in the north-east.
Akyab, Moulmain and Eangoon are the
chief ports. Internal communication is carried
on mostly by land and the external
communication by sea. Now-a-days the govern-
ment has developed roads and has extended
many thousand miles of railway-lines for easy
communications for the people.
The population of this province is a little
over twelve millions including many
hundred       thousands         of
POPULATION             4.                                             ,
AND                    foreigners     amongst    whom
PROFESSION             Indians and Chinese are   in
greater     majority.      Indians